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Between Sensual and Heavenly Love  

Franz Rosenzweig's Reading of the Song of Songs 

The unabashed erotic imagery of the Song of Songs has recurrently occasioned theological 
perplexity. Jewish and Christian commentators on this biblical book have further been con-
founded by the fact that God is not once mentioned in Song of Songs, nor even alluded to in 
this dialogue between a man and a woman, testifying to the physical delights and anguish of 
their mutual love. In this lecture, Professor Mendes-Flohr explores why it is precisely the 
'sensuality' of this song of love that renders it in Rosenzweig’s view the most eloquent state-
ment in the Hebrew Bible on the meaning of revelation.  
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